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Amendments to the Claims 

This listing of claims will replace aJl prior versions, and listings, of claims in the 
application; 



\ 



1. (Currently Amended) A method comprising: 

creating a first license having a first cardinality, wherein the cardinality indicates 
the number of playback devices that can be authorized for playback of associated digital 
audio content, the license created by a license management device; 

tra-ngirnttirtfi. via first network connection , infmmflti on corresponding to the first 
license to a content provider from the license management device: 

transmitting, via a second network connection, the first license to a first set of 
playback devices from the license management device, wherein the first set of playback 
devices is less than or equal to the first cardinality; 

storing the first license in the first set of playback devices in response to a 
command from the license management device; 
storing tho first licenso in first digital audio cont e nt; - and 

determinin g whether au thorizing playback of the first digital audio content 
received from the content provider is authorized bv comparing the first l icense with the 
digital audio content with the first set of playback devices. 



(Previously Presented) The method of claim 1 further comprising: 
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storing the first license in second digital audio content; and 



authorizing playback of the second digital audio content with the first set of 
playback devices. 

3. (Currently Amended) The method of claim 1 further comprising: 
creating a second license having a second cardinality, the license created by the 
license management device; 



transmitting, via third network connectio n, information corresponding to the 
second license to the content provider from the lic ense management device: 

transmitting, via a fourth network connection, the second license to a second set 
of playback devices from the license management device, wherein the second set of 
playback devices is determined based, at least in part, on the second cardinality, and 
further wherein at least one playback device belongs to the first set and to the second set; 

storing the second license in the second set of playback device in response to one 
or more commands from the license management device; and 
Gtoring th e s e cond liconao in s e cond digital audio content? 

determining whether authorizing playback of the second digital audio content 
received from the content provider is authorized bv comp aring the first license with the 
digital audio content with the second set of playback devices. 

4. (Original) The method of claim 1 wherein the cardinality is fixed. 

5. (Original) The method of claim 1 wherein the cardinality is variable. 
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6. (Original) The method of claim 1 wherein the cardinality is unlimited. 

7. (Previously Presented) The method of claim 1 wherein at least one of the 
first set of playback devices comprises at least one hardware playback device. 




8. (Previously Presented) The method of claim 1 wherein at least one of the 
first set of playback devices comprises at least one software player. 



9. (Canceled) 

10. (Previously Presented) The method of claim 1 wherein the first digital 
audio content further comprises video digital programming. 

1 1 . (Currently Amended) A machine-readable medium having stored thereon 
sequences of instructions that when executed one or more electronic systems to: 

create a first license having a first cardinality, wherein the cardinality indicates 
the number of playback devices that can be authorized for playback of associated digital 
audio content, the license created by a license management device; 

transmit, via first network connection, information correspond ing to the first 
license to a content provider from the license management device: 
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transmit, via a second network connection, the first license to a first set of 
playback devices from the license management device, wherein the first set of playback 
devices is less than or equal to the first cardinality; 

store the first license in the first set of playback devices in response to a command 
from the license management device; 

s toro th e first lic e nso in first digital audio content; and 

determine whether authoriz e playback of th e first digital audio content received 
^ from the content provider is authori2ed bv comparing the first license with th e digital 

audio content with the first set of playback devices. 

12, (Previously Presented) The machine-readable medium of claim 1 1 further 
comprising sequences of instructions that when executed cause the one or more electronic 
systems to: 

store the first license in second digital audio content; and 
authorize playback of the second digital audio content with the first set of 
playback devices. 

13. (Currently Amended) The machine-readable medium of claim 1 1 further 
comprising sequences of instructions that when executed cause the one or more electronic 
systems to; 

create a second license having a second cardinality, the license created by the 
license management device; 
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transmit, via third network connection, information correspo nding to the second 
license to the content provider from the license management device; 

transmit, via a fourth network connection, the second license to a second set of 
playback devices from the license management device, wherein the second set of 
playback devices is determined based, at least in part, on the second cardinality, and 
further wherein at least one playback device belongs to the first set and to the second set; 
store the second license in the second set of playback device in response to one or 
\ more commands from the license management device; and 

store th e sooond licens e in s e cond digital audio contend 

determine whether authoriz e playback of the second digital audio content received 
from the content provider is authorized bv comparing the first licen se with the digital 
audio content with the second set of playback devices. 



14. (Original) The machine-readable medium of claim 1 1 wherein the 
cardinality is fixed, 

15. (Original) The machine-readable medium of claim 1 1 wherein the 
cardinality is variable. 

16. (Original) The machine-readable medium of claim 1 1 wherein the 
cardinality is unlimited. 
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17, (Previously Presented) The machine-readable medium of claim 1 1 
wherein at least one of the first set of playback devices comprises at least one hardware 
playback device. 

18. (Previously Presented) The machine-readable medium of claim 1 1 
wherein at least one of the first set of playback devices comprises at least one software 
player. 



19. (Canceled) 

20. (Previously Presented) The machine-readable medium of claim 1 1 
wherein the first digital audio content further comprises digital video programming. 

21 . (Currently Amended) An apparatus for digital license management, the 
apparatus comprising: 

means for creating a first license having a first cardinality, wherein the cardinality 
indicates the number of playback devices that can be authorized for playback of 
associated digital audio content, the license created by a license management device; 

means for transmitting, via first network connection, information corresponding 
to the first license to a content provider from the license management device: 

means for transmitting, via a second network connection, the first license to a first 
set of playback devices from the license management device, wherein the first set of 
playback devices is less than or equal to the first cardinality; 
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means for storing the first license in the first set of playback devices in response 
to a command from the license management device; 
moans for storing th e first license in first digital audio contont; and 

means for determining whether authorising playback of &tc first digital audio 
content received from the content provider is authorized by comparing the first license 
with the digital audio content with the first set of playback devices. 

^ 22. (Previously Presented) The apparatus of claim 21 further comprising: 

means for storing the first license in second digital audio content; and 
means for authorizing playback of the second digital audio content with the first 
set of playback devices. 

23. (Currently Amended) The apparatus of claim 21 further comprising: 

means for creating a second license having a second cardinality, the license 
created by the license management device; 

means for transmitting, via third network connection, information co rrespondinn 
to the second license to the content provider from the license management device; 

means for transmitting, via a fourth network connection, the second license to a 
second set of playback devices from the license management device, wherein the second 
set of playback devices is determined based, at least in part, on the second cardinality, 
and further wherein at least one playback device belongs to the first set and to the second 
set; 



-8- 

PA6E 11/18* RCVD AT 2/27/2004 12:50:43 PM [Eastern Standard rime] * SVR:USPT0-EFXRF-1/4 * DNIS:8729306 * CSID:S03 684 3245 ' DURATION (mm-ss):04-10 



02/27/2004 09:54 FAX 503 684 3245 



BSTZ - LAKE OSWEGO 



©012 



Application No. 09/222,336 Atty. Docket No. 02541.P009 

Amendment dated February 26, 2004 Examiner Retta, Yehdega 

Response to Office Action of December 1, 2003 TC/A.U. 3622 

means for storing the second license in the second set of playback device in 
response to one or more commands from the license management device; and 

means for storing tho oooond licens e m second digital audio content ? 

means for detemiining whether authorizing playback of the second digital audio 
content received from the content provider is authorized bv comparing the first license 
with the digital audio content with the second set of playback devices. 

^ 24. (Previously Presented) A digital data signal embodied in a data 

communications medium shared among a plurality of network devices having a 
processor, the digital data signal comprising instructions that, when exec uted, cause the 
processor to provide digital audio programming, the digital data signal comprising license 
having a first cardinality, wherein the cardinality indicates the number of playback 
devices that can be authorized for playback of associated digital audio content, the license 
having been created by a license management device, wherein a set of playback devices 
receive the digital data signal in response to one or more commands issued by the license 
management device and authorize playback of digital audio data if the license included in 
the computer data signal matches at least one license stored in the digital audio data. 

25 . (Original) The digital data signal of claim 24 wherein the cardinality is 

fixed. 

26. (Original) The digital data signal of claim 24 wherein the cardinality is 
variable. 
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27. (Original) The digital data signal of claim 24 wherein the cardinality is 
unlimited. 

28. (Original) The digital data signal of claim 24 wherein at least one of the 
first set of playback devices is a hardware playback device. 

29. (Original) The digital data signal of claim 24 wherein at least one of the 
first set of playback devices is a software player. 

30. (Original) The digital data signal of claim 24 wherein the first digital 
audio content further couoprises digital video programming. 
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